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Press Briefing

on the occasion of the publication of the 
ECB's Convergence Report 2004

Wednesday, 20 October 2004, 10.30 a. m. ECB time (C.E.T.)

Dear Sir/Madam,

On behalf of the President of the European Central Bank (ECB), Mr. Jean-Claude Trichet and 
Mr. Otmar Issing, Member of the ECB’s Executive Board, we should like to invite you to attend a press briefing on Wednesday, 20 October 2004:

Time: 

10.30 a.m. ECB time (C.E.T.) – Access granted as of 10 a.m.

Address:

European Central Bank (Eurotower)


Kaiserstrasse 29




D – 60311 Frankfurt am Main

The press briefing is intended to inform the media of the publication of the ECB's Convergence Report 2004. In this year’s Report under Article 122 (2) in conjunction with Article 121 (1) of the Treaty establishing the European Community, the European Central Bank (ECB) uses the framework applied in earlier Convergence Reports by the European Monetary Institute and the ECB. This is to ensure both continuity in the examination and equal treatment of individual member countries. The Report examines the achievement of a high degree of sustainable convergence as well as compliance with the statutory requirements to be fulfilled for national central banks (NCB's) to become an integral part of the European System of Central Banks (ESCB).  This time the report covers eleven countries including for the very first time also the ten new EU Member States.  

Advance hardcopies of this report can be obtained from the ECB’s Press and Information Division at the premises of the European Central Bank by journalists attending the press briefing and presenting the press accreditation card on Wednesday, 20 October as of 10 a.m. ECB time (C.E.T.). 

Please note that the report will be under transmission embargo until Wednesday, 
20 October 2004 12 noon ECB time (C.E.T.). Therefore live transmission of the press briefing can not be permitted. 

For the media no separate working room or technical facilities, i.e. telephone, fax machine, copy machine, etc. will be provided. 

Please inform the ECB’s Press and Information Division whether you wish to attend this press briefing. Your reply should be sent by fax to the Press and Information Division (Fax No.: +49 69 13 44 7404) by Tuesday, 19 October 2004, at the latest. Please contact the ECB’s Press and Information Division should you have any further questions (Tel. No.: +49 69 1344 7390, 7454 or 8304).

Please note that it is absolutely necessary to bring your press accreditation, as well as a personal identity card with you.
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Attendance at the press briefing on 20 October 2004

Surname, first name: ____________________________________________________________

Company (media): ______________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

Postal code/City: _______________________________________________________________

Tel. No.: _______________________________________________________________________

Fax No.: _______________________________________________________________________

Press and Information Division
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Tel.: +49 (69) 13 44-7455 • Fax: +49 (69) 13 44-7404


