
 
 

European Central Bank 

Press and Information Division 

Kaiserstrasse 29, D-60311 Frankfurt am Main 

Tel.: +49 69 1344 7455, Fax: +49 69 1344 7404 

Internet: http://www.ecb.int 

31 July 2005 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
OF THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK 

MR. JEAN-CLAUDE TRICHET 

 

 

 

The Governing Council, the General Council, the Executive Board and all the 
members of staff of the European Central Bank are deeply grieved to learn that 
their former President, Dr. Willem F. Duisenberg, has passed away today.  

The first President of the European Central Bank played a considerable role in the 
construction of Europe. He played a decisive role in setting up the monetary 
institutions in Europe, in the successful launching of the new currency, in fostering 
the credibility of and ensuring confidence in our single currency, the euro. 

The European Central Bank shares this terrible loss and conveys its heartfelt 
condolences to his wife, Gretta Duisenberg and his family. 
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